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An interview with

Melanie Fiander 
Melanie Fiander of the Bermuda based Fiander Foto, describes how she would photograph 

the royal wedding if honoured with the task

The love shared between a 
couple on their wedding day 
is the main focal point for any 

wedding photographer. For me, it would 
be important to not only capture the 
love between Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle, but also the love they share 
with their family and friends. This can 
be accomplished by photographing all 
the different stages of their day. I would 
start by capturing Harry, Meghan, and 
their bridal party getting ready for the 
ceremony, along with details of the dress, 
the groom’s attire, their shoes, accessories, 
and rings. The getting ready stage is a 
great opportunity to photograph touching 
moments of the bride and groom’s family 
or friends helping them, with either fastening a button 
on the back of her dress, or adjusting the cufflinks on the 
Prince’s shirt.

THE ARRIVAL OF PRINCE HARRY, his family, and the couple’s 
wedding guests at St. George’s Chapel would yield fabulous 
photographs of everyone coming together to celebrate this 
historic occasion. A key photograph will be Meghan walking 
down the aisle, as well as Prince Harry’s reaction to his bride. 
Harry and Meghan may opt for a traditional early morning 
ceremony, which would be followed by their first public 
appearance as husband and wife, a luncheon reception, a 
private dinner, and perhaps fireworks to top off the night. 
Alongside capturing these events, I would take their bridal 
portraits approximately 30 minutes before sunset, when 

the natural light is soft and golden. I 
would also recommend planning an epic 
“exit” shot, when the newly weds exit the 
Chapel. Whether the royal couple exits 
St. George’s Chapel under the release of 
white doves or rose petals being tossed, 
this could be a nice moment to capture 
as they take their first steps as husband 
and wife. 

I PHOTOGRAPH WEDDINGS with a candid eye and I also take 
traditional portraits, which allows me to deliver a nice variety 
of images to the bride and groom. I enjoy working with prime 
lenses because they create a sharper image, as opposed to 
a zoom lens.  For the most part, I work under natural light 
and would describe my lighting style as soft. In terms of 
composition, the use of line and shape also plays a big part 
in my images. I tend to create a design with a simple colour 
palette, so the bride and groom are the main focal points. I 
would use these same techniques for capturing Harry and 
Meghan’s big day. 

“ The getting ready
stage is a great 
opportunity to 

photograph touching 
moments”
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“ The bride and groom 
are the main focal points ”

“ I’m sure her 
dress will be 

timeless and elegant ”

SOMETIMES IT CAN BE awkward having your photo taken, 
particularly on your wedding day. For me to capture a couple’s 
personality and the emotions shared between them, it helps 
when they feel comfortable in front of my lens.  Although Harry 
and Meghan are not strangers to the camera, they will still be a 
young couple in love experiencing butterflies on their wedding 
day. To help set them at ease during their bridal portrait session, 
I would use a game called “Show Me Your You”. Essentially, I 
have a stack of cards with different scenarios for the couple to act 
out. The scenarios range from reenacting scenes from movies to 
asking one person to make the other laugh by only moving their 
eyebrows, hands, or sharing their best dance moves. It provides 
a bit of humour during the shoot, allowing the couple to take 
their minds off the camera.

WHEN IT COMES TO FASHION, Meghan has very classy taste. 
She recently wore a stunning Alexander McQueen suit, which 
is the same fashion brand that the Duchess of Cambridge 
wore on her wedding day. Perhaps Ms. Markle will also opt for 
an Alexander McQueen design? On the other hand, there has 
been talk of Inbal Dror submitting designs for the wedding 
dress. Regardless of what fashion brand Meghan chooses, I’m 
sure her dress will be elegant and timeless. 

WITH A NUMBER OF HARRY’S RELATIVES 
having  wed at Windsor Castle, I think it’s 
great that the couple are carrying on the 
tradition.  Although, if the couple were 
to choose a different location, I would 
recommend two locations. The first is the 
Coral Beach Club in Bermuda, which is 
situated right on the ocean and boasts 
traditional Bermudian Architecture.  The 
second would be Ca’Marcello, a private 
Venetian Villa in the Veneto region of 
Italy.  The villa is an excellent example 
of Palladian style architecture and is very 
well maintained. I had the pleasure of 
photographing a wedding at Ca’Marcello 
this past summer and the venue was 
breath-taking. 

My recommendation for a honeymoon location would be my 
island home of Bermuda! For those who love to spend time 
on or in the water, our island offers pink sandy beaches, clear 
blue and turquoise waters, and numerous dive and scuba 
sites among shipwrecks and coral reefs. Bermuda is situated 
atop a mid-ocean volcanic seamount; the surrounding waters 
also provide unique deep-sea fishing opportunities! With 

Bermuda being a British Overseas Territory, 
the island’s nine parishes are steeped in rich 
history and culture dating back to 1609. 

PHOTOGRAPHING A WEDDING is truly a 
collaboration between the photographer, 
the couple, and the wedding planner(s).  
When the day-of schedule is well thought 
out and everyone is in sync, that is when 
the photographic magic happens! My top 
tip for Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
would be to simply allow for plenty of time 
during the day so that each special moment 
may be photographed and enjoyed.




